Creating container template in Proxmox VE
First do some cleanups in the container. Ssh in using pct enter <container-id> from your proxmox shell.
Clean package cache:
Sudo apt clean
Sudo apt autoremove
Clear all logs:
Clear main system logs
[image: ]
Clear authentication logs
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Set all log files to 0
[image: ]
Clear NGINX specific logs
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Clear machine id
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Clear ssh host keys (which should regenerate on first boot)
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Now, exit and shutdown the container
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[image: A black background with white text

Description automatically generated]

You can run a backup first
[image: A black background with white text

Description automatically generated]
Which is stored in var/lib/vz/dump/
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In UI:
[image: A screenshot of a computer

Description automatically generated]
Mark the container as a template
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As seen here the symbol have changed:
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Can run a full clone from the template
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Pct clone <source-ct-id> <clone-ct-id> --hostname <hostname-for-new-ct> --storage <your proxmox target storage> --full 1 (if linked clone then exclude this last option)
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root@hustlercy:~# pct shutdown 102
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root@hustlef&y:N# pct list
VMID Status Lock Name
102 stopped webserverct
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root@hustlercy:~# vzdump 102 --mode snapshot

INFO: starting new backup job: vzdump 102 --mode snapshot
INFO: Starting Backup of VM 102 (lxc)

INFO: Backup started at 2024-12-27 20:36:20

INFO: status = stopped
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root@hustlercy:~# ls /var/lib/vz/dump/
vzdump-1xc-102-2024_12_27-20_36_20.1log vzdump-lxc-102-2024_12_27-20_36_20.tar
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root@hustlercy:N# pct template 102
root@hustlercy:~#
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[ 102 (webserverct)
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root@hustlercy:~# pct clone 102 202 --hostname nginxctclone -storage vm-storage -—full 1

create full clone of mountpoint rootfs (vm—storage:102/base—102—disk—0.raw)

Formatting '/var/lib/vz/images/202/vm-202-disk-0.raw', fmt=raw size=1717986918U preallocation=off
Creatlng Fllesystem w1th 4194304 uk blocks and 1048576 inodes
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sent 1,112,795,339 bytes received 395,928 bytes 148, 6425,6502.27 bytes/sec
total size is 1,468,329,001 speedup is 1.32
root@hustlercy:~#
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root@webserverct:~# cd /var/log
root@webserverct:/var/log# cat /dev/null > syslog
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root@webserverct /var/log# cat /dev/null > auth.log
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root@webserverct:/var/log# truncate -s 0 /var/log/* log
root@webserverct:/var/log# truncate -s 0 /var/log/**/*.log
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root@webserverct:/var/log# cat /dev/null > /var/log/nginx/access.log
root@webserverct:/var/log# cat /dev/null > /var/log/nginx/error.log
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root@webserverct:/var/log# truncate -s 0 /etc/machine-id
root@webserverct:/var/log# rm —f /var/lib/dbus/machine-id
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root@webserverct:/var/log# rm —f /etc/ssh/ssh_host_x
root@webserverct: /var/logit




